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The Big Bang
(About 13.8 Billion
Years Ago)
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End of the Dark Ages

(About 200-400
Million Years
After the Big Bang)
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Formation of Galaxies

(About 10 Billion
Years Ago)
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Solar Nebula
(About 4.6 Billion
Years Ago)
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Planetary Accretion

(About 4.56 Billion
Years Ago)
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The Giant Impact

(About 4.51 Billion
Years Ago)
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Magma Ocean
and Cooling
(About 4.5 Billion
Years Ago)
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The universe began at a The first generation Cosmic dust and the A vast cloud of gas Space fragments mfE %@T A%, As Earth cooled,
singularity, an extremely of stars were born, remnants of dying stars and dust collapsed collided and merged, A Mars-sized the surface solidified
hot and dense state, ending hundreds of gathered together, under gravity, gradually forming prot_oplan_et “an'_md into a crust, and the
and started expanding millions of years forming galaxies, igniting our Sun. the early Earth. Theia Could‘fd.w‘th Earth,  primordial atmosphere
rapidly. of darkness. including our and the resulting debris was formed.
Milky Way. eventually formed
the Moon.
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Hadean and Archean Eons
(About 4.0 - 3.5 Billion
Years Ago)
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Earth continued to cool, forming
oceans. The earliest single-celled
life (prokaryotes) emerged near
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A rapid rise in oxygen levels

triggered the fast evolution
of most major animal groups
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Cambrian Explosion
(About 540 Million
Years Ago)
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Life Moves Onto Land
(About 400 - 250
Million Years Ago)
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The formation of the ozone

layer allowed plants, insects,
and amphibians to move from
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Mesozoic Era
Age of Dinosaurs
(About 250 — 66 Million
Years Ago)
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Dinosaurs became the

dominant life forms on land.
This era ended abruptly
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Cenozoic Era
Age of Mammals

(About 66 Million Years Ago

to Present)
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Mammals rapidly evolved
to fill ecological niches.
The Earth experienced
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The Dawn of Humans

(About 200,000 - 300,000
Years Ago)
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Anatomically modern humans
(Homo sapiens) appeared
in Africa, began making tools,

hydrothermal vents in the deep (e.g., trilobites), marking the  the oceans onto dry land. when a massive asteroid multpletce ages and gradually migrated
oceans. Cambrian Explosion. ek Nexo across the: globe (including
i the Americas).
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The Exodus
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(About 70,000 - 60,000
Years Ago)
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After evolving in Africa,
modern humans crossed

the Bab el-Mandeb Strait

(or via Sinai) into the Arabian
Peninsula, beginning

a global expansion.
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Lower sea levels narrowed

the strait, and the Arabian

Peninsula was a temporary
green corridor.
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Coastal Route
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(About 60,000 - 55,000
Years Ago)
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Early humans moved rapidly
along the Indian Ocean coast,
through present-day Iran,
reaching the Indian subcontinent,
which became a stepping stone
to Oceania and East Asla.
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Rich marine resources along
the coast allowed rapid migration
over thousands of kilometers
in just a few millennia.
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Sahul Land
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(About 65,000 - 50,000
Years Ago)
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Humans moved through the
Malay Peninsula to Sundaland
(Indonesia), then crossed
deep-sea straits, reaching
Papua New Guinea and
Australia.
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Australia and New Guinea
were connected. Indigenous
Austrelians evolved in isolation,
forming one of the world's
oldest continuous cultures.
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(About 65,000 = 45,000
Years Ago)
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Another group moved inland
from the Middle East, crossed
the Pamir Plateau into Central
Asia and Siberia, then spread
west into Europe, replacing
the Neanderthals.
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Europe was covered by ice sheets.

People lived in caves, leaving
Aamous cave paintring such as
Altamira and Lascaux.
(Cro-Magnons).
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The Global Migration of Humans Out of Africa (Complete Overview)
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From the origin in Africa to a global presence: the major migration routes and key stages of Homo sapiens.
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Populating China
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(About 40,000 - 40,000
Years Ago)
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Southern coastal groups
and northern inland groupd
met in China, forming

the main genetic pool

of modern East Asians
(e.g., Upper Cave people
at Zhoukoudian).
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The mixing of southern

and northern %:)‘uupﬁ provided
adaptabiility for later
expansion into colder
northern regions and

the Americas.
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Reaching Japan
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(About 35,000 — 15,000
Years Ago)
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Humans entered Japan via
the Korean Peninsula, the

South China land bridge,
and Sakhalin, becoming

the Jomon people. Meanwhile,

another group pushed into
the extreme east of Siberia.
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Sea levels were much lower,
with many land connections
to Japan, allowing travel
on foot or by simple boats
along the coast.
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Beringia Standstill
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(About 20,000 - 15,000
Years Ago)
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Ancient Siberian hunters
followed mammoths across
Beringia. Blocked by massive
ice sheets on both sides,
they settled here for
thousands of years,
evolving in isolation.
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In isolation, this population
evolved a distinct genetic
identity, becoming the ancestors
of Native Americans,

SR [E6R,

K SET

Entering America
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(About 15,000 - 13,000
Years Ago)
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As the climate warmed and
ice sheets retreated, people
moved into North America
via an ice-free corridor and
a coastal route, rapidly
expanding inland.
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The Clovis culture emerged,
with refined stone spear points
used to hunt large mammals
across North America.
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Migrants crossed the

Central American isthmus,
rapidly populating South
America. The Monte Verde
site in Chile confirms they
reached the southernmost tip,
completing humanity's
greatest continental migration.
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At this point, humans had
reached all continents except
Antarctica, completing the global
conquest of the land.



| JEETTECT

IRESEIREY

HillZ AR

Younger Dryas

#J/ATCRT 10900 £ - B 9600 4
(About 10,900 BC - 9,600 BC)
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Just as the Ice Age was ending and

the climate was warming, the Earth
suddenly experienced a 1,300-year
return to severe cold. This harsh period
forced some groups, especially in the
Middle East, to begin collecting and
preserving certain plant seeds, and
early forms of cultivation quietly
emerged.
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The Neohtlnc Revolutlon and the Dawn of C1v1l1zat10n
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Neolithic Revolution

#9/AC A 9500 4E — B 7000 4
(About 9,500 BC — 7,000 BC)

Bl e g
FALEE S WAL
MR L, G RE
RO, EPRIEXAST, A%
RUIhYIMET M. KZE. BFEMIL
F. AEESXM “KREZANFES
(RFREY) " WAT “KBROE

=& (RUHER) "

As the severe cold ended, the Earth
entered the warmer Holocene. In the
Fertile Crescent, humans successfully
domesticated wheat, barley, sheep,
and goats. Humanity transitioned
from a “parasite of nature” (hunting)
to a “producer of nature” (farming
eari animal husbandry).
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Sedentary Villages

£923 7T 7000 £ — Bij 5000 £
(About 7,000 BC - 5,000 BC)
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Agriculture provided a stable food
supply, and humans ended their
nomadic lifestyle. In places like
Catalhoyuk in present-day Turkey
and the Fertile Crescent, the earliest
mud-brick villages appeared. Populations
grew, and social hierarchy, religious
priests, and handicrafts (such as
pottery) began to emerge.
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People brought farming techniques
to the Mesopotamian plain formed
by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.
Frequent floods and a dry climate
led humans to build large irrigation
networks. This large-scale cooperation
directly gave rise to early administrative
elites and temple economies.
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Uruk Period
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(About 4,000 BC — 3,100 BC)
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In southern Mesopotamia, the
Sumerians established the first true
city in human history—Uruk. The
city’s population reached tens of
thousands, and monumental temples
rose. To record the temple's vast
accounts, the Sumerians developed

the earliest symbolic writing system.
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Cuneiform & Civilizaton
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(About 3,200 BC - 3,000 BC)
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The Sumerian pictographic symbols
evolved into cuneiform, the world's
oldest system of writing. With writing,
laws, bronze technology, and written
codes, the Mesopotamian civilization
was firmly established. Humanity
entered the historical era (recorded
history), leaving behind the long
prehistoric wilderness.
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3200 - 3000 BC
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Early Dynastic Period
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(About 2900 BC - 2334 BC)
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Independent city-states such as
Uruk, Ur, and Lagash flourished
in southern Mesopotamia.
Frequent conflicts arose over
water and land. Early
administration, taxation,
contracts, and customary laws
began to take shape in temples.
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Early Dynastic Egypt

(About 3100 BC - 2686 BC)

fﬁﬁgiiﬁ!ﬁ (3113’]‘)."15) %-T
. TR, BUTA%REL
F—MEANPRI A —RER.
EEHG AW, EEBEN
“G% (Ma'at, {$FEE,
BESEX) " ANKEERR.
King Narmer (Menes) unified
Upper and Lower Egypt, establishing
the first large centralized state in
human history. The pharaoh was
regarded as a god, ruling through
the sacred principle of Ma'at
(truth, order, and justice).
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The Rise of Early States, City-States, and Written Laws

&

W | RERABULFEHTLE, ALHS0RTEREANEE, AONMERET HABT5TRENERAL, -
ATEREANGL. ERFMHIMBEHTRNYS, AXHELRFOMIEEL RUEENNERAFBLEIES.

After the Sumerians established writing and cities, human society underwent a deeper transformation. Population growth led to hereditary monarchies
and centralized states. To manage vast territories, regulate complex social hierarchies, and resolve disputes, the earliest written laws, professional armies,

and bureaur ho merged in human history. 6
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Akkadian Empire

(About 2334 BC - 2154 BC)
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The great king Sargon conquered
the Sumnerian region, establishing
the world's first multi-ethnic,
centralized military empire.

The empire unified weights

and measures, and introduced

a system of written decrees.

Ur-Nammu Code
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(Around 2100 BC)
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The ruler of the Third Dynasty of Ur
issued the oldest surviving written
law code in human history. It
replaced many cruel physical
punishments with fines and
compensation, dealing with
assaults, contracts, and marriage
cases—marking the transition
from oral rules to written law.

Indus Valley

(About 2500 BC - 1900 BC)
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In the Indus Valley, the remarkable
cities of Harappa and Mohenjo-daro

emerged. Though still undeciphered,

they featured advanced urban
planning, dardized weigl

Erlitou / Xia / Shang

(About 2000 BC - 1600 BC)
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In the Yellow River region of China,
early state organizations took shape,
represented by the Erlitou site
(carrespanding to the Xia and Shang
dynasties). Society evolved from

and measures, and sophisticated
drainage systems, showing a highly
organized and mysterious early
social structure.

tribal alliances to hereditary
monarchies centered on bronze
rituals, gradually forming the early
framework of “rites and music.”

Code of Hammurabi
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(About 1792 BC - 1750 BC)
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King Hammurabi unified
Mesopotamia and inseribed his laws
on a massive black basalt stele.
Based on the principle of "an eye
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,”

it became one of the most complete
and famous legal codes in history,
standardizing commerce, social
hierarchy, and criminal law.
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e A Chronology of Human Belief and Spiritual Traditions
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